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Classical antiquity (also the
classical era, classical period

or classical age) is the period

of cultural history between
the 8th century BC and the

6th century AD centered on The Parthenon
the Mediterranean Sea,[note 1]
comprising the interlocking
civilizations of ancient Greece
and ancient Rome known as
the Greco-Roman world. It is
the period in which both
Greek and Roman societies
flourished and wielded great
influence throughout much
of Europe, Northern Africa,
and West Asia.
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Conventionally, it is taken to begin with the earliest-re-
corded Epic Greek poetry of Homer (8th-7th-century BC),
and continues through the emergence of Christianity

and the fall of the Wes*-  ~ "mpire (5th-~entury
AD). It ends with ~ “tor gring
Late antiquit s, a period ove. ith the
Early Mid¢ /0-1000). Such a wid . of histo-
ry and te ers many disparate ¢ es and pe-
riods. C] uity may also refer t idealized
vision a ple of what was, ir  gar Allan
Poe’s wo ~t was Greece, and the grandeur
that was

The culture ~v with some in-
fluences from . hasis of
art,[2] philosophy, ». “the
Roman imperial period. . .imitat-
ed, and s culture ove. ey them-
selves v mpete with iy ral world
began 1 as well as Gree reco-Ro-
man cu ation has been i 1fluential
on the la polities, law, educs ms, phi-
losophy, s. warfare, poetry.’ 2hy, ethics,
rhetoric, aruv T tantyre- .n world. Sur-
viving fragmen.. .ed to a revival be-

ginning in the 14th century which later came to be
known as the Renaissance, and various neo-classical re-
vivals occurred in the 18th and 19th centuries.



